
Social psychologists have long agreed that the relationships between parents and their children have
some of the most lasting impact on a person’s life. The bond formed between a parent and child is a
major predictor of later life outcomes. How, then, should Christ-followers approach this tremendous
responsibility? In this sermon we will explore the idea that what matters most in parenting young
children is not the latest fads or techniques, nor is it even the type of education a child receives. What
matters most is the example set by parents before their children (who are always watching!). Choosing
to prioritize your own transformation into the likeness of Christ – demonstrating his love, compassion,
humility and grace, even in your mistakes and imperfections – is the single best thing you can do to
love young children well. 

Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. 
Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives.

Colossians 3:16

 

Of all the relationships we maintain in our lives, few have as much lasting impact on our wellbeing,
sense of self, and life trajectory than the relationship between parents and their children. And yet so
often this is where healthy relationships break down. For this brief family series, we will explore biblical
wisdom related to parenting at different life stages, including “parenting” aging parents who are
beginning to return to dependency. Perhaps by listening to the voices of our spiritual ancestors, we can
find wisdom to help us be not just better parents, but better examples of the love of Jesus in a still
broken world.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.Did your family do some sort of family devotion or Bible study when you were a kid? Describe how that

went or what else your family did to foster spiritual growth.
2.Read Proverbs 22:6 (KJV). 

a.Give some examples of what good parenting means to you.
b.Why do you think parenting well might be difficult?

3.Read Colossians 3:12-14. 
a.Describe what the Greek word, endyo (clothe),means in verse 12.
b.What two things did Barry say are true about clothing yourself?
c.How is the image of “clothing” yourself helpful when considering who you are when you encounter

others?
4. If we want to love others like Christ, where do we start? (See Colossians 3:16-17.)
5.How could growing in their own Christlikeness help someone with parenting?
6.What would it mean to let your children work on their own faith?
7.Whether you are a parent or not, who is your “village”? What does that mean to you? (See Colossians

3:14.)
8.Who needs you as part of their “village”, and what could you offer?
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203:12-14&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203:12&version=NLT
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